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Topia and Badlands: Multiple Variations
in Modern Taitung Writing

Chen, Shi-Ru

Abstract

Taitung is at the periphery of Taiwan. Although Taitung is inaccessible,
the fact that it retains an abundant amount of natural resources cannot be
ignored.

A major feature of Taitung writing is its focus on beautiful landscapes.
People far away from home behold the magnificent scenery and share blissful
memories of it that connects them to memories from the past and bestows a
mother image upon them. The reader internalizes the beauty imagery; thus,
experiencing comfort and projecting an idealized notion of utopia onto the
landscape.

The badland imagery of modern Taitung writing appears from
vandalism of the natural conditions of the land and focuses on natural
disasters and barren land; it later focuses on a strong critique of the damage
caused by human development. The theme changes, but the dilemma of this
land is still the same. Constantly shifting focus between the beautiful mother
land and the ugly badland, Taitung writing presents contradictory images as a
reflection of many problems in the process of modernization.
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